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Constructed in 1896 as a saloon and general store, the Cascade 
Saloon served the community of Greensboro for decades. By the 
1980s, the 9,245 square foot structure had been all but abandoned 
and had fallen into a state of dangerous disrepair.  Located between 
four major rail lines, the renovation of the three-story building 
presented significant technical challenges. To stabilize the masonry 
walls, a new support structure was erected within the historic shell.  
Over 1,000 reclaimed bricks were recycled to repair the building 
facades.  Granite windowsills and lintels were restored and the 
elaborate cornices replicated. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the building was restored  through a public / private 
partnership between the contractor / owner, The Christman 
Company, Preservation Greensboro and the City of Greensboro.
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Mars Hill Commons is a series of three-story walk-up apartment 
buildings configured on a steep site in the mountains of North 
Carolina.  The project was completed as part of the North Carolina 
Housing Finance Agency Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program.  
The project maintains rents at 60% to 100% of AMI.  The develop-
ment includes forty-eight total units located in four residential 
buildings.  Units are a mix of one, two and three bedroom layouts.       
A Community Building, with outdoor recreation spaces, was also 
included.  Total project square footage is 57,400 sf.  Construction 
systems include conventional stick framing with prefabricated floor 
and roof trusses.  Exterior materials were chosen to relate to the rural 
setting and to provide and appropriate scale for the residences.


